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Organizers of Culture Days
invite public’s participation

It’s official now. Culture Days
in Ontario will take place Sept.

24-26, In sync with similar efforts '

in Alberta, British Columbia,
Manitoba, Newfoundiand and
Labrador, Prince Edward Island,
Quebec, Saskatchewan and other
provincesand territories.

The aim is to create something
alltoorare: atruly national, citi-
zen-focused movement. Thefocus
ison arts and culture in the broad-
estsense.

The purpose is to raise the
awareness, accessibility, partici-
pation and engagement by all
Canadians in the arts and cultural
life of their communities.

In Quebee, the last Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday in September
have been les Journéesde la culture
since 1997,

Serious interest in developing a
cross-Canadian project built on
the Quebecmodel began in 2006.

A communigue informing
Canadians that somethinglike
this is in the works and “advanc-
ing towards lift-off” went out last
October. After that, things were
quiet for months on end, to the
point where many of usbheganto .
think that perhaps the announce-
ment had been premature.

Today, the movement is picking
up steam, especially here in On-
tario, where a large and diverse
provincial task force isin place,
which includes Genevieve Two-
mey; executive directorof the
Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony
and Betty Anne Keller, manager of

Martin
DeGroot
Ards and

cultural developmend for the City
of Waterloo. '

Over the last few weeks, an
official call for participation has
started going out to artists, cultur-
al organizations and communities
across the province. The invi-
tation is to provide opportunities
for the public to engage in cultural
activities of all kinds. The offer-
ings have to be free, open toalland
inclade an interactive or partici-
patory element. :

Beyond that, the possibilities
are endless.

The call explains that Cultore

Daysin Ontario ismeanttobe “an -

opportunity to spark people’s
interest in the vibrant culture in
Ontario commumnities ... (and)
encourage people to explore their
own creativity: S
Various examples of possible
activities are eited, including
demonstrations, lectures, work-
shops, “behind the scenes” tours,
open studios, public rehearsals,
contestsand collective creations.
The Ontario Task Force has
declared an intention tobuild on
the experience of comparable
initiatives such as Doors Open
Ontario and the Ontario Arfs .
Council pilot project spOtlight,
which, of course, is of special

" Ontario Arts Council at 1-800-387-

interest here because Cambridge,
Waterloo, Kitchener, Guelph,
Stratford and area waschosenas |
the testing ground for spQOtlightin - |
2008 and 2009.

Alsomodelled on Journéesdela
culture, spOtlight stands asan
important precursor for Canada
Days Ontario.

The bigdifference is that spOt-
light included amodest budget for
projects, and was tied to Ontario’s
statas of the artist legislation, and
therefore dedicated tothe princi-
ple that arfistic work deserves fair
remuneration.

Culture Days, in contrast,
promises some promotional sup-
port, but participantsare expected
to provide or secure all otherre-
sources themselves. That’s a seri-
ous limitation, to besure.

This is, nevertheless, anun-
precedented opportunity toreach
outto all Canadians and invite
them to make arts, culinre and
heritage part of their lives.

Any individual or group that
wants toregister aneventcando
soat www.culturedays.ca/en.

Formore information, goto
on@culturedays.caorcall the

0058, ext. 7575. Or, youcan-call
Betty Anne Keller at 519-747-8585
or email her at Betty Anne EKel-
ler@waterloo.ca

Martin DeGrootis executive director of the
Waterloo Regional Arts Council. He
comments on arts-and culture Saturdays in
The Record. You can reach him by ema at
mdg@golden.nel. '
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